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His moſt Excellent Majeſty 


— 2 >. 


King GEORGE IL 


SHE great concernand 2 
that fill d Your Majeſty upon 
che ſudden death af Tour 
Royal Father, has, I believe, 
diffus'd it ſelf over all the nation. That 
this work of God might be improved E 
to the moſt uſeful and religious ends, £ 
was the only thing I had in view at 
the N of this ſermon; in which 
gave my ſelf no ſcope at all, either 
for admiration of the dead, or flat- 
ny to the living. Tho I thought 
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there wete ſome particulats in the ſto- 


ry of David and Solomon that might 
eaſily be transfer d to the late and pre- 


ſent happineſs of our country, yet! 


would rather leave every one to ſee 
the parallel with his own eyes, thando 


any thing that appear d like a proſtitu- 


tion of the miniſtry to mean and ſervile 
ends. The many virtues, wars, deſigns 


and conqueſts of the late king, are bet- 
ter deliver d in a regular hiſtory, than 


hurried into a pulpit, and made part 


2 our worſhip to the moſt high 


It has been no little comfort, un- 


der the ſhock of this awful provi- 


dence, to ſee your Majeſty ſo pre- 
par d to fill the throne, with a love 


to this nation, a regard to our peace, 


an early ſenſe of the great truſt de- 
volyd upon You, and a reſolution 
to make the laws of the land Your 
rule, as they are our protection. 


0 


DEDICATION: 
to your Majeſty, to remember on 
this occaſion of 'Your being King, 
what monuments we have of conduct 

and vigour, when you ated over us 
as Regent. To the courſe of law 
againſt a number of rioters then, do 
ve owe the ſecurity of our perſons 
and houſes ever ſince. A reſolution 
to puniſh thoſe, who thought they 
might go on to aſſault and plunder at 
random, ſtruck an awe upon the ſons 
of violence. May You till be a 
healer of our breaches, and a reſtorer 
of paths to dwell in. . 
| Every one who had a reliſh of out 
late (eſtabliſhment, ſees his duty to 
Your Majeſty, and waits for his pro- 
tection from You. We all regard 
You as the undoubted heir ro our 
affection, homage, and eſteem. The 
loyalty that was due to our late So- 
vereign, we now give to its rightful 
owner : And as we have long admir'd 
Your integrity, goodneſs and remper 
in a private life, we are oblig d to 
1 1 beg, 


beg, that the God who has made You 


more publick, would give all the 
qualifications that are proper to one 
Who fills a throne... as in Your 


* 


obedience, ſo we may now ſec all the 
virtues 


erſon who abounded in thoſe of 2 


# 
1 4 * & : 


* 


" 7 * 


deity and perſonality of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, the one only living 
and true God. The liberty ſome have 


taken to deny, pervert, and revile the. 


doctrine of our common ſalvation, 
that all the P roteftants, nay, all the 
Chriſtians in the world have own'd, 


has brought in envy, ſtrife, confuſion, * 
and eyery evil work. Nor can I ceaſe 


£0 


* * * 
— 


Majeſty we had the beſt example of 
_ It has been my lot to be diſtin- 


uiſhed by che wrath of man ſeveral 
a [cars ago, for my zeal to the Prote- 


for a much better cauſe than that of 
any prince pon earth, the eternal 


| rnd of gt 


— A 2 games — ay, fag 


to fear, that men, who dare to be 
ſelf-condemn'd by ſubſcribing what 
they don't believe, on urp e to lie 
warm in their great preferments, have 
made ſuch a breach in conſcience, as 
will open the ul to all hypocriſy.” 
For, if deceit and mental reſervation 
is allow d in a profefion of faith, ir 
will ſoon pollute out caths to a go- 
vernment, and make people, both in 
church and ſtate, tell lies in the name 
of he „ 
But my heart's deſite for your Ma- 
jeſty is, that Vour "= may be ever 

upon the faithful of the land; that 
Your perſon and counſels may be de- 
liyer d from men of treachery and cor- 
ruption ; that peace may be within 
| our walls, and proſperity in our pa- 
laces. That your Royal Conſort may 
: „ eee as 2 pattner in the 
glories of a happy reiga, and every 
branch of Your Ln, "= be the 
delight and bleſſing of this nation. 
That the Proteſtan faith may have 
. 2 


2 
5 
, 
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D EDTCAT TON 


in Vour Majelty, a true 44 fender; and 
chat liberty in Your days may be a 


thing. pure and undefiled ; that You 
may, thro a courſe of many prope: 
rous years, wear the crown of theſe 


' kingdoms, and never change it for 
any other than a crown of glory, that 
fades not awa Fhele are the withes 
and Papers g „ 1 0 


May it + pleaſe To our „ Maja, 
7 our r Majeſty s muſt devoted g 
| and loyal ſubjett, 
t obedient and 212 freun, 1 
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x CHRON, xvii. II. 


i ſhall come to paſs when thy day s be- 


expired, that thou muſt go #0 be 
_ with thy fathers, that I will raiſe 

up thy ſeed after thee, which ſhall 

be of thy ſons ; and 7 will efiabl, Us 

bis kingdom. 


F reading of theſe words will 
"Th By ſtrike every hearer among you - 

vwich the great providence that 

ffi'd my thoughts upon them. 

We are ſhock'd with an event 

that gave no warning, but came as a mighty 

ruſhing wind, all on a fudden. The moſt 

high God does theſe terrible things that Ii. lair. 34 

we looked not for, that our hearts may 

ſtand in awe of him, and be convinc'd, 

that he will have no rival in our depen- 

dance. Put nat your truſt in princes, nor 


in ile ſon of man, in 1 there is no * 
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bis breath goes forth, he returns to his earth, 


and that every day his thoughts periſh : 
Pfal. exlvi. Happy is he who has the God of Jacob 


+5: for his help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord 


bis God, When he ſounds the trumpet, 
the people ought to hear and tremble ; 
and that we may both know his will, and 


ſee his goodneſs, I would offer to your 


thoughts whar has tain with ſome warmth 
and weight upon mine; and that is, a gra- 
cious promiſe upon the death of a king 


who had been cndcar'd and honour'd both 


by God and man. It ſhall come to paſs 
when thy days are expir'd, &c. 
Theſe words are part of an anſwer which 
Nathan the prophet brought to David 
from the Lord his God ; and it relates to 
the building of a temple : the deſign is 
firſt commended, and then diſcharged. 'T:s 


Ein. vill. 2211, ſaith he to him, that it was in thine 
18. Heart; but how came it there? Was that 
pompous work only a human invention, a 


2 Cor. iii. thing of man, or by man? No, we are not 
5. ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing 
Gen. vi. 5. as Of our ſelves; all the imaginations of the 
thoughts in the heart of man are only evil, 

Phil. ii. and that continually, It is the doctrine of 
23. Scripture and experience too, that God 
Works in us, to will as well as to do of his 


Jam. i. 17. Own good pleaſure. Every good gift, tho 


it be not perfect, is from above, and comes 
from the Father of lights. =o 


here are four things in this meſſage to 


David concerning his deſign to build the 


temple; twas approv d, refus d, promoted, 
ö; \4 7 


1. Tis approvd; as flowing from a zeal 
to religion. Whilſt there is any obſcurity 


upon God's glory, he ſcems to grudge the 


poſſeſſion of his own ; he thinks the lat- 


ter too much when the former is ſo little, 


Behold I devel in a houſe of cedars, but 1 Chron: 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord remains xvil. 1, 27 


under curtains, This way of reaſoning 


was ſo generous, divine and grateful, that 
Nathan makes no doubt whence it came, 
and whither it tended, Do all that is in 


thy heart for God is with thee. Never. 


theleſs 5 8 3 | 

2. Tis refus d. David ſhall not do the 

thing that his ſoul was wrapt into, becauſe 

he had been a man of wars, and had ſhed 

much blood upon the earth. We ſee the 

perpetuity of that maxim, F there be firſt 2 Cor.viit 
a willing mind, it is accepted according to 1% 
what a man has, and not according to what 

be bas not... However - + 5 

3. It ſhall be promoted. David, who 


was not to have the full reputation, pro- 
vides for it abundantly before his death. | 
All the ſpoils of battle were brought into : chrom 


the grand dedication, as an emblem, that m. 2- 


the earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs pry, vie! 
thereof, He is affected with it, and ſays, 1 


——— 


3 2 with 


%) 


with ptaiſe and wonder, all things come of 
thee; and of thine own have we given thee, 
_ % O Lord our God, all this ſtore that we 
| Have prepared to build thee an houſe far 
thine holy name, comes of thine hand, and 
is all thine own. 
4. Tis ſecurd. A deſi ign that ſprung up 
in Ih heart of David, ſhall be the care of 
his ſon and the honour of his family; till 
AA. f. 30. of the fruit of his loins, the great anoint- 
Ex. vil. ed came to fill the houſe with the glory of 
: his perſon, which he open'd at once with 
the glory of a cloud. This he is told in 
2 Sam. the words of my text; It ſhall come to 
vii. 12, paſs when thy days are expir d, that thou 
13 muſt go to be 77 ſleep) with thy fathers, 
that "will raiſe 7 thy ſeed after ther, 
which ſball be of thy ſons oil out of 
thy bowels] 2 T will eftabliſh his king. 
dom. He ſhall build an houſe, and I will 
Er his throne for ever. 


8 as ed «©. a Av oa ads Yo on „ wwe ys 


Here are two things, | 
1. A declaration of "what David knew 
from the light of nature, that he ſhould 
die. But how ſoft and eaſy are the words, 
on purpole to take off the horror of the 
thing? his days are to expire or be fulfil 
led; he ſhall have his ſhare of time, his 
portion of life; not be cut off by violence, 
tho he had been ſo much expos d to it. 


3 God would bring him to a good old 0 
— 6 


Ct oe SE AA X... aa. oC ads 7h 


vi drew nigh, that he ſhould die, as it 29. 


(97 
he ſhall decay and wear out by a gradual n Kin. l. 
expence of nature; till the days of Da 6 TR 


= xiii, | 


had been ſaid of Facob and Zoſhua. © 

Dying was going to be, or to ſleep with 
his fathersz to the common reſt that re- 
mains for the people of God. His day and 


work were to end together, and ſo they 
did, as the Apoſtle ſays, David, after he Ab . 


had ſerud his own generation by the will * 
of God, fell on fleep, and was laid to his 


fathers. Theſe were people that feared 
the Lord, who walked with him and were 
gone to him. He ſpake with a particular 


affection to the faith that was in his mo- 
ther, and talks in the ſtrain of a covenant, 


Remember the ſon of thine hand maid, Phil cxvi 
His great grandmother was Rath the Moa- Nenn ll 


biteſs, who left her father and mother, and 11, 12. 
the land of het nativity, and came to a 


people whom ſhe knew not heretofore. 
The Lord recompenſed her works and a 


full reward was given her of the Lord 


God of Tſrael, under whoſe wings ſhe came 
to truſt. He was deſcended from Boas, Ruch iv. 
Who did worthily in Ephratah, and was 


famous in Bethlehem; from Salmon and | 

Nahſbon, princes of the tribe of Fudah, Heb. xi. 

who thro' faith had ſubdued kingdoms and 33. 

obtain d promiſes. Theſe all died in faith; 

David came from them, and acted in the 

hope of going to them; that what he had 
| c — one 


1 
done after them he might do with them. 
| Good men are following one another in 
profeſſion and practice; in the ſame doc- 
trines of faith once deliver'd to the ſaints; 
— and the ſame holineſs, thoſe good old paths 
1 that gave reſt to their ſouls. And in the 
| Eph.i.10. diſpenſation of the fulnefs of times Chriſt 
will gather all into one, both in heaven 
and earth. 8 
2. Here's an account of ſomething that 
is meer revelation, I will raiſe up of i 
ſeed after thee, and I will eſtabliſh his 
kingdom. So that, here are two things 
in the courſe of Davids empire that are 
ſaid to be of God. Firſt, the beginning 
of it, and that was by a revolution; and 
| ſecondly, the continuance of it by a ſuc- 
ceſſion. 
I. The hand of God ct with power 
and glory in the great revolution that brought 
David to the throne, He rolled away the 
reproach of Iſrael by diſowning Saul, and 
at laſt overwhelming him in the fruit of 
his iniquity. This is always mentioned as 
a thing conducted by the wheel of provi- 
dence. Thus God tells David in this 
Ver 75 8. chapter, I took thee from the ſheepfold, that 
Ber, * oulaſt be ruler over my people Ifrael; 
have been with thee whitherſoever 
2 haſt walked, and have cut off thine 
enemies from before thee, and have made 
Thee a name like the name of the great 
8 men 


(7 


5 nnen that are in the earth. The Lord de 1 Sam. 
him out a man after his own heart; and *. . 
E when he had been trained up in wars and 
troubles, in the field, the court and the 
3 wilderneſs, he turn'd the eyes and the ſouls 
| of the people to him, and made him cap- 
| tain over the tribes of his inheritance, the 
| many thouſands of [/ae/. This King's 
| acceſſion was ſo eminently the work of 
God, that it is brought in as a type of the 
_ greateſt appointment that was ever eſta- 
bliſh'd in heaven, or reveal d upon carth, 
and that is of the Lord Jeſus to a media- 
tion between God and man. Thou ſpakeſt pr krrir 
in viſion to thy holy one, and ſaiaſt, I have 19, 20. 
laid help on one that is mighty : I have 
found David my 1 With my holy oil 
have J anointed 
2. Twas alſo the work of the Lord to 
continue the cauſe and bleſſing of this re- 
volution in a lineal ducceſſiun. So that the 
hiſtorical truth ariſing from this propheti- 
cal text, you may take in the 


Doctrine. God declared his power and 
love in making the throne of Da- 
vid hereditary to his family, which he 
had made elective and proſperous to 
himſelf. 


The method of proceediog upon this ſub- 
jet hall be 


I. To 


/ 


God in the ſucceſſion of Solomon to 
the throne of David. 


upon that diſpenſation. 


by the holy _—_ ore: thro the 
Bible, 


"1, What is dw in the FU" of H. 
E  domon to the throne of David that ap- 
| peard to be the doing of the Lord? In 
anſwer to this queſtion, I ſhall give you 
what I find in Scripture, and moſt of the 
| Particulars appear to be good ingredients 
in the happineſs of any other govern- 
ment. 
I. This is what God refusd to Saul and 
his family. 
2. Tis what David had a great deal of 
reaſon to daubt of. 
3. He knew there would be much oppo- 
ſition to it. 


- | make it difficult and improbable. Vet 
£2 5. God prepar d the way for it, by Ict- 
ting David who had livd in ſo many wars 
die in full and quiet Peace. 


p 4 To tw you what there 8 4 


I. Who this Gop was that put his name 


III. Why he would be owned is his re- : 
gard to that family, and for what rea. 
| ſons the ſtory is ſo often thrown up 
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4. The diſorders in his * ben would 
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it. This promiſe to David was ſo far a 
and it is but groſs and dull flattery to tranſ- 


givings to- God. 


hiſtory as I find it, and leave the applica- 
tion or parallel to every man's conſcienee. 


If the change in our government is ſo pre- 


at laſt his running to a familiar ſpirit, ! es 
ſhew'd the connexion there was between 


15 — * Jt of witchcraft ; he 1 Sun. xr. | 


12 4 j 
7. 1 b fitted nd qualified Sin gor _— | 
peculiar, that no family had it before; | 


fer it upon any ſince; yet when there is a 
teſemblance or ſimilitude of characters, 
ſuch a providence is a bleſſing to the peo- 
ple, and ought to be matter of many thank(- 


I ſhall do little more than give you the 


par d, ſo eaſy, ſo accepted, fo full of duty, 


we may ſay, happy are the people that are 


in ſuch a caſe, and bleſſed is that nation Pra. Ar 
whoſe God is their Lord. + TS 7” 

1. This ſucceſſion or lineal empire in 
Davids family is what had been refuſed 
to Faul. He was the Lord's anointed, 


choſe in both by God and man, and upon 
his acceſſion, had another heart given him "op x; 


for buſineſs, war and conduct; but his 25 
acting deceitfully in the covenant of the 2. — 2 | 
Lord, his ungodly moderation to Amaleck, ak 
his crucky to the prieſts, his barbarity to my 
Davie, his injuſtice to the Gzbeomites ; and x. 1. . 


Chron. 


; rejected * 


| „„ 
rejected the word of the Lord, and the 
Lord rejected him from being king ovet 
His ſon was a perſon who fear'd the 
Lord, and the father prepar d a ſcheme of 
making the empire ſure to him, and that 
was the murder of David; for, as he ar. 
1 Sam. xx. gues, as long as the ſon of Jeſſe lives thy 
11. Kingdom ſhall not be eſtabliſhed to thee. 
But political reaſons are ſeldom any more 
2 Cor. i. than fleſhly wiſdom; and the leſs there is 
12. of the grace of God in them, the more 
will his wrath be levell'd againſt them. 
His devices were like chaff before the wind, 
as Samuel told him they would be: the 
| Sam. xy. Lord has rent the kingdom of Iſtael from 
28, 29. thee, and given it to a neighbour of thine 
| that is better than thee; alſo the ſtrength 
of Iſrael will not lie nor repent, for he 
is not a man that he ſhould repent. _ 
But the promiſe to David is in diffe- 
1 Chron. rent language, I will not take away my 
xvii. 13. merey from thee, as I took it from him 
whom I put away before thee. Well might 
the good man be tranſported, when the 
Lord had created a yew thing in the earth. 
Ver. 17, What am 1, and what is my father's houſe 
_ that thou haſt brought me hitherto ? and 
| yet this was a ſmall thing in thine eyes, 
O Gd; for thou haſt alſo ſpoken of thy 
| ſervant's houſe for a great while to come, 
and regarded me according to the * 
3 5 | C 


(61190 


of 4 man of high degree, O Ten G od... 
. David had many reaſons to doubt 


of this ſucceſſion; tis what nothing but a 
divine promiſe could enter upon his ima- 


ination. He knew there was a lurking 
diſaffection in ſome of the tribes. They 
had all along ſhewn a great inclination te 
be divided into two kingdoms. At the 1 Sm. zi. 

time when Saul was choſen, the people & 


| were number'd, and the children of 1/#ae/ 


were three hundred thouſand, and the men 
of Judah thirty thouſand. The ten tribes 


| hung off for ſome time at the revolution, 


till Abner brought them over. And tho” 

after Abſatom's death, the men of Iſrael asm. jg. 
ſaid they had ten parts in David, yet dur- ii. 9, 10. 
ing the rebellion he had not oye among xix. 13. 
them. When Sheba the ſon of Bichrt «. 1. 
blew the trumpet, the revolters began with i * xi. 


the ſame cry that their poſterity revivd 


above forty years after under Feroboam the 
ſon of Nebat, what portion have we in 


David? and what inheritance in the ſon 


of Jeſſe? every man to your tents, O I/ 


rael. Shimei the ſon of Gera took occa- 2 Sam. 
ſion to let out the rancour that had been * cen | 
long within him, and rejoiced in David's 1 E 
adyerſity z upon all which he could not 
but fear that a proper occaſion would ſet 
theſe paſſions a working. Burt his whole 
dependence is upon the promiſe of God. 
5 it * thee to bleſs the houſe of thy » Chro 
. ſervant, . 24. 


XxXvii. 41. 


Tit. ili. 3. 
Eph. ii. 2. 


ſervant,, that it nay continue 
fore thee. For thou, O Lord God, hat 
ſpoken; and with: thy bleſſing let the houſe. 


(cw) 


of. thy ſervant be-bleſſed for ever. This is 
what the good man ſets in ballance to all 
his fears, that if the cauſe is of God: it 


Will ſtand; His omnipotence, goodneſs and 
voracity are pillars of faith, that ſhall' ne. 


ver tremble. = 


3. He: foreſaw that the ſucceſſion: pro- 
ppos'd. Tis very 


miſed would be much o 
uſual for little petty factions to gather head 
upon the death of any eminent perſon. 


Eſaa contain 'd himſelf during the life of 
T/aac, but his beloved imagination was 


this; the days of mourning for my father 


are at hand, then will I ſurely ſlay my bro- 
ther Jacob. David knew the cortuption 


of human nature; and this is far from be- 
ing ineapableof finding its way into courts; 
it makes men live in malice and envy, hate - 
ful and hating one another. He had ſeen 


many of thoſe about his perſon who ful. 


flilrd the deſires: of the fleſh: and of the 


1 Kin. ii. 
32. 


God leit him to the curſed ambition with- 


mind. Joab the ſon of Zeruiab had been 


faithful to him; nevertheleſs revenge and 
pride were the ſprings of all his life, and 


they worked out at laſt to his ruin. He 


had been ſtain d with two private murders, 


ſnedding the: blood of War in peace; and 
as the guilt of this hung upon him, ſo 


In. 


— 


for ever le.. 


IK K BY mas. 


——_ ea. a teas ut 


(13) 2 
in. The old root of bitterneſs ſptung up 
aſter many years; for tis obſeryd, that 
tho he follow id not Abſulom; yet he turn - 
ed aſide: after Auonijabh, and ſo his Hor 
hairs came down tõ the grave with blood. 
David in his laſt words tells them of a c. 2 Sam. | 

venant ofder'd/ in all things and ſure, but xi. 6, 7. 
yet he ons that the ſvns of Bilal ate 
like thorns, that cannot be täken with 
hands; the man that' touches? them” muſt 
be fencd with iron, and the ſtaff of a 
ſpear; however, he” ventures” to ſay; they 
ſhall be burnt with fire in the ſame place. 
4. David knew the diforders in his ow] 
family would małe the ſueceſſion very dif- 
ficult. He complain d often in the bitter- 


neſs of his ſoul, that His houſb was nut ſo | 
with'God'; and even under the joys of ati | 
everlaſting covenant, he did not expect that | 
God would make it to grow. He had rea- ; | 
ſon enough to think this from a black' and | 
cloudy threatning that hung over him; the , gam. xii: 8 
ſword ſhall not depart from thine houſe: 10. 
He livd to ſee and feel ſome leading drops A 
of that horrible tempeſt that was to be the : 
portion of his cup. He is put to flight, | 
not by the Phill nes, or any of the houfe 5 | 


of aul, but by a darling ſor His'chi gi, vw 
aren were his pridey and God made them 
2 ſeourge, We read of Adonijal that he 1 
was a very goodly perſon} neither had hs: 
father diſpleas'd him at any time, in 'fays 
7 „ ing, 


* 


1 Chron. 


Kxii. 18. 


2 Sam. iii. 


Pi nan: 


2. 


e 


ing, why haſt thou done ſo; and his mo- 
ther bare him next after Abſalom. The 
mother of one of theſe princes was a king's 
daughter, and the only one (excepting 
Michal, who had no child) that was ſo 


royally deſcended. She was fetch'd from 


thoſe nations, concerning whom the Fews 
had an expreſs command not to make mar- 


riages with them. - Both theſe ſons fell in 
the guilt and vengeance of rebellion. Da. 


vid had ſeen the one, and could not be 5 


without his fears of the other. However 


he prays and ſings, and declares mercy ſhall 
be built up for ever, becauſe the faithful. 
neſs of God is eſtabliſhed in the very hea- 


Den. 


= 


5. God prepar'd the way to this ſucceſ- 
ſion, by making the laſt days of the good 


old king ſo peaceable and quiet. His wars 
were ended abroad, the factions all huſh'd 


at home, the alliances form'd, the people 
eaſy, as he obſerves, when he recommend- 


ed Solomon as the man whom the king of 
heaven had appointed both to fill the throne 


and to build the houſe. Is not the Lord 


your God with you, and has he not given 
you reſt on every ſide? for he has — 
the inhabitants of the land into my hand, 
and the land is ſubdued before the Lord, 
and. before his people; now therefore ſet 
your heart and your ſoul to ſeek- the Lord 
A 5 25 


32 


r ab Aa 5 a 


He | 


(uy 1 

| He had battles with every one of 2 
neighbouring. countries. The tabernacles Pf. H 
of Edom, and the Iſbmaelites, of Moab, and 6 
the Hagarenes; Gebal, and Ammon, and 
Amalel, the Philiſtines, with the inhabi- 
tants of Tyre. But the Lord had carried 
him thro the whole circle of war, and 


brought him to a good old age, full of 1 Cron. 3 li 


days, and riches, and honour. By the ſuc- Aix. 28. 
ceſs of his ſword was the promiſe to Abra- 1 
bam fulfill'd in all its compaſs. Till the 
end of Davids reign there were ſome ar- 
| rears upon it, that they ſhould have the 
whole country from the river of Egypt to 
the great river the river Euphrates. So 
that Solomon ſucceeded not only to a full 
but a quiet empire; the Lord his God was 2 Chro 
with him, and magnified him excced- Ll 
| ingly. * 
| 6, He inclin'd the hearts of the moms: 
to this ſucceſſion. Some took advantage 
| from David's old age to ſet it aſide; and 
among theſe were Adonijah the firſt prince : Kin.i.7. 
of the blood, Foab the general of the ar- 
my, and Abiathar the high prieſt, men of 
great figure and reputation. This muſt be 
after Solomon had been recommended from 
the throne, and indeed admitted as a part- 
ner upon it; for when David was old 1 Chron, 
and full of days, he made Solomon his fon = 1. 
king over Iſrael. Neve . theſe male- | 


| Contents thought they had weight — | 


— —-» 


(x6) 


— their point; but the event lets ug 
fe the [counſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, | 
hen he — purpoſe in the thous 

_ of a willing people, his voice is as the 
Rer. i. r5. ſoutid of many —— The ſtory is told 
| * by one af the faction, that all the kings 
Soy ſervants came to bleſs David 5 not from 

Ws Wearineſs of his adminiſtration, but 

With a joy in the ſucceſſor he had named; 

ſaying, God make the ame of Solanum 

better than thy name, and make his throne 
greater than thy throne: Zadał withdicy 
himſelf from the faction which Abiatbur 
follow d, and anointed Solomon with an 
horn of oil taken out of the tabernacle; 
and upon the proclamation, the people ſhout. 
ed with great joy, ſo that the earth rent with 

the ſound of them. "Twas not a want of 

love to Davids perſon or his memoxy, 

but rather the Sana of it, that made 
them go to their tents joyful and glad of 

Heart, — all the goodneſs that the Lord 

1 Xia. yi. had done to David his ſervant, and to 4 

66. rael his people. 

9. The Lord fitted Solomon for the migh- 
ty work devolved upon him. He had liyd 
hitherto in a very private way 5 We dont 
read of his taking any fhare in the go- 
vernment, till the time that David re- 
ſign d the adminiſtration to him. Thoſe of 
the king's ſons that were chief rulers mul 

| * 2. for when the 1uc- 


hoes ta i amen os 22». ee a tn oc todd. trwcd . a>, ans 8 aa 


$4 4 " x A. May * * W. ern 9 2 * 1 - j 
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ceſſion 


4 27 * 
ceſſion comes to be fix d, David tells them, 1 Chron; 
Solomon my ſon, whom alone God has *: 


choſen, is young and tender. Nor was the 
prince himſelf. inſenſible of this, as ap- 


pears by his anſwer at the high place in 
Gibeon 3 ; 0 Lord God, thou haſt made thy I Ein. l. 
ſervant king inſtead of David my father; 7. 
and I am but à little child, I know not 
how to go out or come in. This one 
would think might prove a diſadvantage to 
the work, and an offence to the people; 
but as God had given him a promiſe, ſo he 
made it good. There are four things re- 
lating to his qualifications. | 
(t.) His father had given both him and 
the pcople the beſt advice that was ever 
heard, with the greateſt ſolemnity that 
perhaps was ever ſeen, Now therefore in 1 Chron. 
the ſight of all 1/razl, the congregation of __ 8, 
the Lord, and in the audience of our God, 
keep and ſeek all rhe commandments of 
the Lord your God, that you may poſſe ſs 
this good land, and leave it for an inhe- 
ritance to your children for ever. And 
thou Solomon, my ſon, know thou the God 
of thy father, and ſerve him with a per- 
fect heart, and with a willing mind, for 
the Lord ſearches all hearts, and underſtands 
all the imaginations of the thoughts; if 
thou ſeek him, he will be found of thee, 
but if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee. 
off for ever. David was then going * 
D o 
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Kin. ii. 


of the world, and ſhould have no portion 
in any thing done under the ſun ; and yet 


how particular and moving are the direct. 
ons that he gives, that Solomon would be 
ſtrong and of a good courage, and ſhew 


himſelf a man, to keep the charge of the 


Lord his God, and walk in his ways ? 
He lets him know, that if religion was 


neglected, all the courſes of empire would 


be embitter'd. Superſtition, idolatry, un- 
belief and atheiſm ſeldom fail to bring their 


load along with them. When either prin- 


have ſtrength and wiſdom, riches and allies 
that will make them independent on God, 


who ſhook the kingdom in his days, and 


ccs or people come to think that they 


a very ſmall turn of providence will ſhew 
them their error. Of this Solomon, the 
moſt learned and wealthy prince that ever 
livd, is an awful monument ; for as. his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord his 


God, like the heart of David his father, 


ſo the Lord ſtir d up adverſaries againſt him, 


quite' ſplit it in his ſon's. 

(2.) David docs not only recommend 
God to Solomon, but recommends Solomon 
to him. "Twas a great and joyful aſſem- 
bly which he had call'd together for a ge- 


neral contribution to the building of a 


temple; and as the princes and the people 
offcr'd willingly to it, ſo he prays, O _ 


(19) 

God of Abraham, Iſaac and Iſrael, our 720 Chron. 
© thers, keep this for ever in the imagination * 
ol the thoughts of the hearts of thy peo- 

or and prepare their hcarts unto thee. 

And then his particular affetion for one 
among them goes out in prayer, and give 

to Solomon my ſon a perfect heart to keep 
thy commandments, thy teſtimonies and 
thy ſtatutes, and to do all thoſe things, 

and to build the palace for which I have 

made proviſion, If God leaves our kings 


they will be no bleſlings to us. Tis only Prov. vii; 


from him that they reign and decree ju- 15. 
ſtice. Tho' Solomon begun with ſuch a 


glare of fame for wiſdom and fulneſs as 


the world never heard of, yet his ſtrange 

wives and his ſtrange gods brought him 

into ſtrange meaſures. The people com- 1 Kin. xi. 
plain of a grievous ſervice, and a heavy & 
yoke; and therefore David knew that no- 

thing but a divine preſence could be ef. 


fectual to the great ends of government. 


(3.) He begins with a zeal for religion. 


The chief doctrine which they profeſs d 


was the coming of a Meſſiah; and build- 


ing him a temple was an earneſt of his 


appearance. We are not to ſuppoſe that 
they ated upon a principle ſo groſs and 
trifling, as to think that God dwells in Aa, xvi. 
temples made with hands ; but he put them 24 
upon this work to keep up their hopes of 


dn incarnation, For as ſoon as ever that 


D 2 houſe 


r 
- 


tw) 


houſe Was fallt d, he took poleſon of 


1 Ein. vil. it in a cloud, which is call'd the glory 


11. 
Mal. iii. 1. 


Acts xiii. 
32, 33 
Xxxvi. 6. 
xxvii. 20. 


1 Tim. vi. 


15. 


Pſa. ii. ult. 


the Lord; and this was an earneſt of what 
he would do in perſon ; as the prophet tells 
them, the Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſud. 
denly come to his temple, So that Hoh 
mon in this deſign ſhew'd his regard to the 
great hope of Iſrael, the promiſe that was 


made to their fathers, and woulc be ac 


compliſh'd to their children ; the main at 
ticle of reveald religion. When any 


narchs are unmindful of Him, by uon 


they reign, he can take thoſe methods that 


will declare his contempt of them in pto- 


portion to theirs of Him. They fin againſt 
their Principal, who in his own time will 
ſhew that he is the bleſſed and only Poten- 
rate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
They are exhorted to be wiſe, not only in 
purſuing the moral maxims of nature, but 
falling in with pure revelation. Kiſs the 
SoN, 1: e. worſhip at his footſtool ; pay 
him .your homage ; let him live in your 
affection, leſt he be angry; and ye periſh 
from the way. 

(4.) He ſoon appear'd to have thoſe que 


1 Lin. ii. Jifications that he wiſh'd for. God offerd 
5 9. 


him riches, honour, long life, and abſolute 
empire, which are things that mankind are 
all always deſiring a little more of; but he 
chooſes wiſdom, of whic others think 


Aker have 3 And God. gave him 
largeneſs 


( 


(21 | 
lxeneſ of heatr, -xtvbdicn much. The Ver. 16, 
firſt cauſe that he tried was that of the“ 
two harlots, who laid their claim with e- 
qual evidence to the living child: the old 
men who ſtood before David his father, 
and were ready to pity and relieve his ten- 
der years, are amaz'd to hear him talk of 
dividing the infant; but when they per- 
ccive the fetch that he had in it, and how 
quickly he touch'd the genuine paſſions of 
nature, they fear'd the king, for they ſaw . 
that the wiſdom of Co was in him to do 
judgment. | 
The queeh of Sheba came from the ut- 1 Kin. x. 
termoſt parts of the earth to ask him que - 
ſtions, and hear his anſwers; and when ſhe 
had ſeen His houſe, his table, his ſervants, 
their attendance and apparel, and his af- 
cent by which he went up to the houſe of 
the Lord, there was no me ſpirit within 
her. And in delivering the Vonder of her 
ſoul, ſhe had learn'd to own the great ori- 
ginal of all this intellectual glory, Bleed ver. 9. 
be the Lord thy God, who delighted in thee, 
to ſet thee on the thröne of ae, be- 
cauſe the Lord loved Lfrael for ever, 'thete- 
fore he made thee king, to do judgment 
and juſtice. Hurum king of Tyre expreſſes 2 Chron. 
himſelf in the fame way, Bleſſed be the ii. 11. 
Lord, who has given to David a wiſe fon 
over this great people. Tho "both theſe 


Princes were heathen, * they ſaw and VI 
3 - adord. 


EY 


adord the love that God had en 
upon his own church and nation. A king 
ſo enlarg d and adorn d, anſwerd the name 


2 Sam. xi. that was given him at his birth, Fedidiah 


25. beloved of God. Thus was the hand of 
the Lord apparent in fixing Salomon upon 
the throne of his father, as well as in * 2 


ing David to it. 


II. What Godis this who gave to David 
the promiſe in my text, and to Solomon 


the real contents of it? The nations in 


thoſe -ary of the world had every one 
Pal. Ixxvi. pre- eminence to all others. In Zudah was 
i. Fehovah known, and his name great in 
Iſrael. The teſtimony that the people gave 


to his perfections, was always under theſe 


three heads. 


1. That he was the moſt High over all 


the earth; as David ſays in his prayer up- 
| Chron. on this occaſion. O Lord, there is none like 
xvii. 20. Thee; neither is there any G0 beſides T hee, 


according to all that we have heard with 


our ears. Solomon was not afraid to ſay 
this of him, tho' he found himſelf thrown 


into a dependence upon a heathen king; | 


yet he. boldly gives this reaſon why the 


houſe muſt be magnificent, becauſe, ſays 


2 Chron. he, our God is great above all Gods. This 
ü. 5. Was telling the nations round about him 


me mar. grating ſtory ERA 8er could bez and 
Putting 
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(23) 
putting them in mind of what they did 
not care to hear; that the God of the Fews 
had demoliſhed the idols of Egypt, when 
he brought out his people from among 
them; that he had thrown ſhame and diſ- 0 
honour upon thoſe of Canaan, when he Exod. xv. 
made that his dwelling place, and the 
mountain of his inheritance. Tho” he 
ſtood in a particular relation to that peo- 
ple, yet he was the creator of the ends of II. Al. 28. 
the carth, who had made of one blood all 2% . 
nations of men, and faſhion'd their hearts Pf. xxxii. 
alike. „ | 1 
2. This God appear d to their fathers, 
as David obſerves, What one nation in the Ver. 21. 
| earth is like thy: people Iſrael, whom God | 
went to redeem to be his own people, to 
make thee a name of greatneſs and terror, 
by driving out nations from before them? 
for thy people Iſrael didſt thou make to 
be thine own people for ever, and thou, 
Lord, becameſt their God. He ſhew'd him- 
ſelf to Abraham in viſions and voices; he Gen. xv. 
was known to Jacob as the God of Bethel, *:. 
the angel, the man who wreſtled with xvii. 13. 
him. He came down to Moſes in a burn- wu. 13- 
ing buſh; to all the people in a pillar of Fred iv 
cloud and fire. He was ſeen face to face . 
by Moſes, and in a lower degree by ſeven- 10 
| tyof the elders; they ſaw the God of If. 1. 
rael, and there was under his feet as it 
ang 


\ 


1 
| and 66 & Mee ty Holy of year en in 
clearpeſs; an : nobles of the chil- 
dren. of 7 — e ie laid nqt his hand 3 ; allo 
they ſaw Go did cat and drink. 


ONE "haſt ith 4 Sian ſors op kin In 
this viſible way he Snare their armies, 
and encourag'd their prophets. The per. 
ſon who, thus reveal d himſelf to them they 
_ worlhip das their God; and can the Wd 


account that is given us gf theſe manifeſta 


tions be applied to any other, but ! 


Prov. vill. who rejoic'd in the habitable parts of 1 ql the 


31. earth, and had his delights with the ſons 
of men? tho the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt are each. of them known by the in. 


ſhew:d himſelf ſo familiar there, d did it upon 
a-deign of cloſer. communion * 


Joh. i. 14. 3. Tis he who in the, 12 5 of Time 


Gal. wet mould be made . and dwell amor 
„them. God vvas to be manifeſt in the f 


AA n 2g This is the Lord whom 117 id ſet "always 
Rev. xii. before him. He pars, him in a two- 


16 Fold relation, as the rot and the offspring. 
e ſpeaks of him as, his ſon, 1 Appffle 


AR. i. 30. ſays, 'Nayid: being a Prophet, ; knew . that 
* That che God. of {reel was neyer any 3 than te the 


fa e Being; and yet chat this title is ufually to be under 
2 f Emi, 1 — e at large in ten ſermons, an 

in chgee ilch of 7 65 ee „ 0 of» 
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| Uc appear d to Abe, as the captain of the 


dividual name of Jebovab, yet He, who 


| Fs ; 
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(45) 

God woiild of the fruit of his loins raiſe up; 
Chriſt to ſit on his throne; and yet in fr Matth. 

irit he calls him Lord And tho theſe ii 43. 
things were confounditig to the Scribes and 
Phariſees, yet lie tliat'is leaſt in the king- 
dom of heaven knows how to diſtinguiſh 
between à divine and a human nature, in 
the perſon of a Redeemer. He came into Joh. i. 10, 
a world that was made by him, to a na- 11. 
tion who were his own; he acted in the f. is. 
temple as a proprictor with authority and 7 56. 
power. Abraham rejoicd to ſee his day, ,, * 
which he never did in the fleſh; and to AR. tit. 
him all the following prophets gave wit- “ 

neſs as a horn of ſalvation in the houſe 
of David. He was then known in Sion PL xlviii. 
for a refuge; and afterwards for a ſacrifice. 3 
He [ways the courſes of nature, he holds Heb. i 3. 
the reins of providence, Which leads me 
to conſider 

III. Why he is ſo often own'd in hisn re- 

{ation to 1 family; not only as aft 
efficient of the revolution, but as a guar- 
dian of the ſurceſſion. Solomon takes no- 
tice, that it was God who effabhſpd him 
and ſet him on the throne of David his 1 Ku. ii 
_ fathety and made him a houſe. ** 

1. Negatively. This was not from any 
merit in David, and much leſs in ſeveral 
of that royal race who deſcended - from 
him. As he ſays, who am I? and what is 1 Chron. 
my father's houſe > It might with more es 
9 wonder be ſaid, what are his polterity, that 
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from them the great Redeemer of the | 
world ſhould come? Many of them were 
as bad as the kings of Iſrael. Alaꝝ wu 
no better than Ahab, Jeboiachim than Je. 

Nay, Solomon himſelf. was con- 
. triving 2 fellowſhip between the temple of 
bod. and idols; and for that did providence 
begin ve 1 early to affli& the houſe of 
La. vi. David. he glory of Judah was made 
+ thin by revolts and famines, wars and 
5 plagucs, till at laſt he gave his ſtrength 
into captivity, and the houſe his glory 1 
Pp the enemies hands. The, tabernacle of 
ber. Dgvid fell; God ſeem'd to make void 
395 the coyenant of his ſervant, and profan d 
2: . crown to the ground; ſo that it was 
pure mercy that he would not quite ex. 
exxxii.1z. tinguiſh the family ; he remember d his co- 
venant with David, and ordain d a lamp for 

his anointed. 
2. The reaſons of this great love to Da 
vid may he all ſumm d up in the myſtery 
Row. iy. of godlineſs, that of him as concerning the 
. fleſh. Chriſt was to come, who is over q 
God, bleſſed for ever, 
07.) In this ling the prophgcy, of good old 
Gen, Aix. Jacob was accompliſh'd 3 that the ſceptre 
10. ſhould not depart from Judab, nor a law: | 
giver from between his feet, till Shilab 
Jad. ii 9 came. I think Othniel was the only per- 
| ſon among the judges. rais d out of that 
tribe, till Dauids time, and then the de- 
* arch. He. refusd the — 


nacle 
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nacle of Jaſephb; and choſe not the tribe Fil 


of Ephraim. 
whoſe namè and office made him a type 


of Judah, the mount Siam which he loved. 
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Foſbua was of this tribe, 5; 


of Jeſus ; and yet that was not to be the 
channel of ſalvation; but he choſe the tribe 


(2.) Solomon himſelf, both in this and - 
ther Pro ecies, is ſet up as a figure of 
Chriſt, What God faith in the following 


verſe, I will be to him a father, and he Heb, i. 5. 
| ſhall be to me a. fon, is applied to our 
bleſſed Lord. He was the firſt who ſate 
upon the throne, of David to execute 


judgment and juſtice; he poſſeſsd it in all 
its glory; and had ſuch a compaſs of em- 
pire, ſuch a fulneſs of wiſdom, as never 


man enjoy'd either before or ſince. This 


was an emblem of what Chriſt ſhould have 
and do, not in à way of external pomp, 
but in the demonſtration. of the ſpirit and 


power. The fulneſs of the Godhead. dwelt Col. ii. 9. 


in him bodily. He ſends the rod of his Pfl. ex. 


ſtrength out of Sion, whereby his people *9 


arc made willing. Jo/omon ſings of him 


under his own name, as David did before, Cant. iii. 

which could never have been done, either Pol _ 

with truth or modeſty, were it not that; 
God deſign'd to keep the great ſalvation in 

perpetual honour; and therefore he con- 

cerns himſelf. about an empire that was to 
be the figure of his own. 


6) In this character, as the fon of De: 


| wid, he has a right 10 manage all the 


world. 
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5 i ix: 6, world. The child that's born, the 5 
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that's given, is the prince of peace, he hay 
the government upon his ſhoulders, and he 
ſits upon the throne of David, This ay 
thority is partly a reward of his ſufferings; 
he who was the ſervant of rulers is to 


i ſprinkle many nations, for the kingdom 


ſhall be the Lord's; and partly a ſecurity 


to the happineſs of a choſen people. He 


i. has power over all fleſh; that he may give 
eternal life; this is to be by the preaching 
of the golpel; for life eternal is to know 


the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 


ii. he has ſent. By his bleſſing on a good 


king we lead quict and peaccable lives, in 


all godlineſs and honeſty; and ſometimes - 


by the perfecution of a bad one, he ſcouts 
his churches, blows off the chaff, and ſweeps 
away the bran. And when he has ſanctified 
the rod of tyranny, he lays it aſide, ſttiking 
thro' kings in the day of his wrath. . This 


was the purchaſe of his death, and is num 
ber'd among the glories of his reſurrection. 


Pal. cxlix. 
2. 


Ixxii. 17. 


He is the faithful Witneſs, the firſt Begotten 
from the dead, the Prince of the kings of the 


earth. Upon him our eyes ought to be fix d, 


as the ſupreme cauſe of every bleſſing that 
we either have or want. Let 1/7ae/ rejoice in 
him that made him, and the children of Sin 
be joyful in their King. His name ſhall en- 


dure for ever, and be continu'd as long as 


the ſun. Men ſhall be bleſs'd in him, an 


all nations ſhall call him bleſſed, _ 
FI * 18. | 


